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‘REPORT. 


East Las Vegas, N. M., Dec. 18, 1906. 
"Hon. H. J. Hagerman, Governor of New Mexico, Santa Fe, N. M. 


Sir :—Agreeable to your request for a report of the workings of 
the Cattle Sanitary Board during the two years ending November 
30, 1906, I have the honor to submit the following: 


i FINANCES OF THE BOARD.. i 

During the past two years the Board has had to meet some un- 
expected and unusual expenses which have made it necessary to 
call for the full amount allowed under the law governing the special 
tax levy. 

The expenses incurred in handling the mange troubles and the 
outbreak of glanders in Colfax County were -two items that, have 
cut into the Board’s funds very heavily. Another cause, too, is found 
in the reduction in the number of cattle turned in for taxation. 

Eight years ago the two mill levy raised in round numbers 


$15, 000; in 1906, it raised exactly $10,129.20; or a reduction in 


the Board's i income from: that source of almost one-third. 

Again, the number of cattle shipped out has 'steadily decreased 
until for 1996, the shipments were some 40,000 less than the year 
before. Meantime the expenses of the Board have as steadily in- 
creased. 

Eight years ago there was practically but one railroad handling 
cattle shipments out of New Mexico. The Santa Fe and three paid 
inspectors could easily make all the inspections on the line. Then 
came the Pecos Valley line, followed by the Rock Island and the 
El Paso and Southwestern and in the last year the Santa Fe cut-off 
has called for the services of one more man, until today while the 
Board is handling fully fifty thousand head of cattle a year less 
than a few years ago, the number of inspectors was trebled. 

For these reasons it has been found absolutely necessary to call 
for the full amount of the a levy to properly handle the busi- 
ness of the Board. 
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THE HIDE LAW. 

The upholding of the hide law by he Supreme Court of the 
U. S. was a well deserved victory for the Attorney for the ‘Board, 
Hon. Chas. A. Spiess, who worked early and late to carry the fight 
through the various courts of the Territory and finally won a 
complete victory in the highest court of the land. 

The hide law is absolutely necessary for the protection of the cat- 
tle interests. It works a hardship on no one and furnishes protec- 
tion against a class of stealing that makes serious inroads upon 
the cattle owners’ herds. 

Under the operations of the law hardly a day passes but stolen 
cattle are traced up by means of the hide inspection records. Our 
records are constantly being consulted by cattlemen and our in- 
spectors are always on the lookout for brands or hides whose owners 
have reason to believe may have been stolen and slaughtered. 

A case in point occurred during the past year. One of our in- 
spectors who had orders from a large cattle owner to report any 
hides found with his brand, found one of his hides among a lot 
of butcher hides. He held up the hide for investigation, but the 
butcher at the time could not produce a bill of sale covering the 
brand as the cattle buyer for the firm was away and had forgotten 
to leave the bills of sale in the office of the butcher. 

Further investigation of the matter proved that the animal in 
question was sold by the owner in the Kansas City stock yards with 
a large shipment over a year before. The buyer sent them to a 
point in Kansas for feeding and fattening, where they were held 
several months. The butcher from New Mexico went to Kansas for 
beef during the early spring when native beef was scarce and 
shipped back ‘a couple of cars of steers, among which was the 
steers whose hide was in question. 

The incident shows the thoroughness of the work of our in- 
spectors. : 

A recent case in Las Vegas is on much the same lines: Two 
years ago a prominent butcher in Las Vegas lost 5 head of fat cattle 
from his pasture. Careful search failed to find a trace of them any- 
where. Our inspectors were notified to look out for the brand 
which was a strange one in the vicinity, the animals having been 
shipped in from a distant part of the Territory. 

Only a few days ago Inspector Keenan found one hide wearing 
the lost brand in a lot of old hides in the hands of a local hide buy- 
er. We have been able to trace up this hide to the seller and there 
is-little doubt but that in a short time we will have some definite 
news as to the person or persons who originally stole the five head. 
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There is an idea prevalent with the hide buyers that the hide 
inspection law is a great source of income to the Board and of 
no earthly value to the cattlemen. The question of its value to the 
cattlemen is beyond dispute, and as for the profit to the Board, 
the $3,793 received in 1906 for hide inspection cost the Board every 
dollar of that amount for the work performed. While the keeping 
cf the records and looking up brands for owners adds immensely ta 
the office work. 

CHANGES IN THE BOARD. 

The legislature of 1905, added a sixth member to the Board, 
presumably to have one member for each judicial district, and the 
Hon. Robert Martin, of Sierra County, was named te fill the newly 
created vacancy. 

HEALTH OF OUR CATTLE. 

No outbreaks of disease of any sort have occurted among the 
cattle of New Mexico during the past two years. The mange ques- 
tion I have treated of very fully in my annual report for this year 

A great deal of Black Leg was reoprted during the fall months 


from every part: of the Territory, due mainly to the splendid con- ` 


dition of cattle, this disease being unusually prevalent in times of 
good grass and fat cattle. 
HEALTH OF HORSES. 

Among the horses an outbreak of glanders in Colfax County is 
fully treated in the annual report for 1906. There is, very happily, 
no further signs of this dread disease anywhere in the Territory 
although some of the States adjoining the Territory have had 
numerous outbreaks during the year and are still suffering from it, 

_ RANGE CONDITIONS. 

While the general range conditions for 1906 have been excellent, 
and cattle have gone into the winter in splendid shape, there is 
still a fear in the minds of range stockmen that the unusually 
heavy rains and snows of November and December have robbed the 
grass of its feed values, and that in spite of the good condition of 
all sorts of stock the winter may prove a trying one, especially if 
the spring should prove to be late and dry. 

This condition prevails all over the Territory as the storms 
mentioned were very general in every county. 


CALF CROPS. 
The calf crop of 1906, was an unusually heavy one and as they 


had a most excellent growing year the yearlings next spring otght 


te be good ones. 


x 
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PRICES. 

Prices of cattle for 1906 were as a general thing about on a par 
with the previous year. 

Yearlings from $12.50 to $14.00. 

Twos from $16.00 to $18.50. 

Threes $20.00 to $24.00, according to condition and breeding. 

Unusually heavy shipments went out from Southwestern New 
Mexico during the fall months into California, which State drew 
heavily on us for the cattle all year. , In the fall months the East- 
ern market for fat stuff was very good and large shipments from 
Colfax, Union and the Counties along the Texas border were made 
that brought their owners very satisfactory returns, 


NEW LAWS. 


In a general way the stock laws of New Mexico are very satis- 
factory and need but little changing. 


ESTRAYS. 

The law governing the sales of estrays should be so amended as 
to simplify the manner of handling them. Under the present law 
anyone having an estray animal on their premises must go before 
a justice of the peace and make affidavit as to the animals; this 
affidavit is then filed with the county assessor. The party must 
then advertise the animal in a paper for six weeks. The owner then 
has seven months in which to claim his animal, and if he does not 
appear in this time, the sheriff shall sell the animal at public sale 
and the money—if there is any left—goes to the school fund. See 
Sec. 135-6-7-8, Compiled Laws. 

The whole proceeding is so long, cumbersome and expensive that 
very few persons take advantage of it, and the animals are generally 
sold contrary to law by the J. P. or else not sold at all. 

This law should be repealed and the question of estrays hand'ed 
by this Board, which has the record of brands to go by to find the 
owners and can certainly manage it much better than at present. 
The estray law of Colorado is a most excellent one and gives good 
results and New Mexico should have one modeled upon the Colo- 
rado law. 


` 


MANGE LAW. 

The mange law passed a the request of this Board by the last 
legislature should be amended in some few particulars, which have 
been “developed in using it during the past two years. 

There is not a word on our Statute books concetning Glanders in 
horses, and a law should be passed at once covering this disease so 
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that in case of another outbreak the Board may have some definite 
and special laws on the subject to follow, instead of only a general 
law for all diseases, which we are now working under. 


HIDE LAW. 

There is a general demand from stock men all over the Territory 
that the hide law be so amended that hide buyers shall be forced to 
mark each hide purchased before inspection with some mark or tag 
showing from whom the hide was purchased. 

Under present conditions a hide buyer or store keeper buys a 
lot of hides from various persons in his vicinity. He then offers 
them for inspection, and if the inspector finds a stolen hide in the 
lot, it is utterly impossible to locate the party who aoe it to the 
dealer. 

Cattle owners whish the law to E arranged so that hides may be 
identified either by a tag attached or else marked in paint so that 
` when desired they may be traced back to the seller. “This: would 
not involve expense or trouble to the hide dealer and add wonder- 
fully to the effectiveness of the law. 


THE CATTLE INDUSTRY. 

The assessed valuation-of the cattle of New Mexico is $5,280,000. 
If you add to this the one hundred thousand horses valued at 
$2,000,000, the large majority of which are owned by the cattle 
men together with the ranches, lands and range improvements of 
the cattle owner, it is safe to say that the cattle industry is by far 
the largest single tax paying element in New Mexico and repre- 
sents easily one-quarter of the assessed valuation of the Territory. 

This being true it is evident that the cattle men are entitled to 
every consideration at the hands of the legislature and the people. 

The members of the Board as at present contained are: 

Hon. E. Goodwin Austin, President; Hon. M. N. Chaffin, Hon. 
W. C. McDonald, Hon. C. L. Ballard, Hon. W. H. Jack, Hon. Rob- 
ert Martin. 


A list of inspectors together with a full financial report for the ` 


« Year 1906 is covered in the report submitted with this for said year. 
Very respectfully, 
W. C. BARNES, 
The Cattle Sanitary Board, Secretary. 


